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About the Speaker

Bernard Hanotiau is a member of the Brussels and Paris 
Bars, since 1976 and 1989 respectively. In 2001, he 
established a boutique law firm in Brussels concentrating 
on international arbitration and litigation. The firm has 
also an office at Maxwell Chambers, Singapore.

Since 1978, Bernard Hanotiau he has been involved in 
more than 500 international arbitration cases (commercial 
and investment) in all parts of the world.

Mr. Hanotiau is professor emeritus of the law school of 
Louvain University. He is a former vice-president of 
CEPANI, of the London Court of International Arbitration 
and a former vice-chairman of the Governing Board of 
DIAC (Dubai). He is an advisory member of the ICCA 
governing board (International Council for Commercial 
Arbitration) and of the Council of the ICC Institute. He is 
a member of the Court of Arbitration of SIAC 
(Singapore), of the Advisory Board of the Hong Kong 
International Arbitration Centre (HKIAC) and of the 
Seoul International Dispute Resolution Centre. He is on 
the list of arbitrators of most international arbitration 
institutions, including ICSID.

He is the author of Complex Arbitrations: Multi-party, 
Multi-contract & Multi-issue (Kluwer, The Hague, 2006, 
second edition 2020). In March 2011, Mr. Hanotiau received 
the Global Arbitration Review Award for Arbitrator of the 
Year. In April 2016, he also received the Who’s Who Legal 
Award for Lawyer of the Year in Arbitration.

Consent is said to be the foundation of international 
arbitration. Is this postulate correct, or is it partially an 
overstatement?

It seems that in a number of factual scenarios, the 
implication of an individual or company in arbitration 
proceedings has never been based on consent. On the 
other hand, the increasing prevalence of multiparty – 
multi-contract disputes has highlighted the existence 
of different conceptions of the very notion and role of 
consent in international arbitration.

Is its expression to be found only within the four corners 
of the agreement? Or can it be implied and, in the 
affirmative, in what circumstances? Is it a legal or a 
factual issue, or both? And are there other considerations 
which tend to prevail over the existence of consent?

These issues receive different answers on the basis of 
the legal tradition and culture of the jurisdiction 
concerned. The analysis of the jurisprudence raises the 
question of whether the courts’ approach in some 
jurisdictions is still truly based on consent and, more 
fundamentally, what approach should be preferred, 
taking into consideration the parties’ expectations and 
the realities of the business community in the 
21st century.

CLICK HERE TO REGISTER!

Programme:

5.30 – 5.45pm

Opening Remarks by Chairperson

Mr. Yu-Jin Tay – Partner & Head, 
International Arbitration (Asia), 
Mayer Brown LLP; President, 
Singapore Institute of Arbitrators

5.45 – 6.45pm

Determining Consent to 
Arbitration: Formalism, Realism 
or Negativism?

Mr. Bernard Hanotiau - Hanotiau 
& Van Den Berg, Brussels - 
Singapore

6.45 – 7.15pm Q&A Session

6 October 2022  •  05.30 - 07.15pm (SGT, GMT+8)  •  By Zoom Webinar

SIArb Annual Lecture 2022
DETERMINING CONSENT TO 

ARBITRATION: FORMALISM, REALISM 
OR NEGATIVISM?

https://siarb.org.sg/events/upcoming-events/icalrepeat.detail/2022/10/06/396/-/siarb-annual-lecture-2022-determining-consent-to-arbitration-formalism-realism-or-negativism-6-october-2022-5-30pm-7-15pm-gmt-8


REGISTRATION CLOSING DATE: 3rd October 2022 FEES

Membership Regular Rate

SIArb Members S$ 40.00

Members of:
• Asia Pacific Institute of Experts (APIEx)
• Marine Offshore Oil & Gas Association (MOOGAS)
• Regional Arbitral Institute Forum (RAIF) 
• Singapore Corporate Counsel Association (SCCA)
• Society of Construction Law Singapore (SCL (S))
• Singapore Chamber of Maritime Arbitration (SCMA)
• Singapore Institute of Architects (SIA)

S$ 60.00

Others S$ 90.00

v	 Credit Card: Please visit http://siarb.org.sg/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=193. 
Select Payment Category accordingly and enter payment details.

v	 PAYNOW: UEN - S81SS0016CUOB | Entity Name - Singapore Institute of Arbitrators

v	 Cheque: Made payable to “Singapore Institute of Arbitrators” and mail to “c/o Intellitrain Pte Ltd, 12 Eu Tong Sen Street, 
#08-169, SOHO 2 Clarke Quay Central, Singapore 059819” or Fax to (65) 6225 9426.

v	 Bank Transfer / Internet Banking: Account name – Singapore Institute of Arbitrators | Account number – 208-308-736-8 
Name of Bank – United Overseas Bank Limited | SWIFT Code – UOVBSGSG | Bank Address – 148 Upper Bukit Timah Road, 
UOB Centre Singapore 588178.

For further enquiries, please contact: Singapore Institute of Arbitrators
Tel: (65) 6551 2785    |    Fax: (65) 6225 9426    |    E-mail: secretariat@siarb.org.sg

REGISTRATION, REFUND & CANCELLATION POLICY

1. Places are limited and can only be allocated in order of priority upon receipt of registration and any payment due. 
2. SIArb reserves the right to update or amend the details of the programme and/or the names of speakers without prior notice.
3. SIArb will not entertain any request for a refund of fees. However, a confirmed registrant who has paid in full the webinar fees but does not turn up for the webinar will be 

entitled to collect a set of the materials provided.
4. If you are unable to attend the event, an equivalent substitute may attend in your place at no extra charge provided that at least 3 days prior written notice is given to SIArb.  
5. We reserve the right to refuse to register or admit any participant, and to cancel or postpone the event. 

By completing this form, you fully consent to the collection, use and disclosure of your personal data as appears in any form, document or electronic template, by SIArb. 
[CLICK HERE TO READ OUR PRIVACY POLICY]

Practice Area: 
Alternate Dispute Resolution
Training Level: General 
Public CPD Points: 1.5 (TBC)

SILE Attendance Policy

Participants who wish to obtain CPD Points are reminded 
that they must comply strictly with the Attendance 
Policy set out in the CPD Guidelines. For this activity, 
this includes logging in at the start of the webinar 
and logging out at the conclusion of the webinar in 
the manner required by the organiser, and not being 
away from the entire activity for more than 15 minutes. 
Participants who do not comply with the Attendance 
Policy will not be able to obtain CPD Points for attending 
the activity. Please refer to http://www.sileCPDcentre.sg 
for more information.

Supporting Organisations:

About the Chairperson

Mr. Yu-Jin Tay is a partner in Mayer Brown’s Singapore office and head of the 
international arbitration practice in Asia. He has practised in Singapore, London, 
Paris and Washington DC and has over 20 years of international arbitration 
experience across a wide range of sectors including energy, natural resources, 
technology and manufacturing, construction and infrastructure and investment 
treaty arbitration, involving the world’s leading arbitral seats and institutions. 
Since 2001, he has practised investment treaty arbitration and in 2013 was 
designated to ICSID’s Panels of Arbitrators and Conciliators. Yu-Jin was one 
among four Asian lawyers featured in Global Arbitration Review’s 2011 global 45 
under 45 ranking and has been ranked among the top partners in Arbitration: 
Future Leaders for consecutive years. He is listed annually as leading individual in 
legal directories including GAR’s International Who’s Who (since 2010), in the 
Singapore, Indonesia, South Korea, India and Asia-wide chapters of Chambers 
Asia-Pacific and Legal 500 (since 2008). In addition to counsel work, Yu-Jin sits 
regularly as presiding, sole and co-arbitrator in ICC, SIAC, HKIAC, LCIA, VIAC and 
ad hoc arbitrations. He is a Fellow and President of the Singapore Institute of 
Arbitrators. He is also a member of the specialist mediator panel of the Singapore 
International Mediation Centre.
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